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MASTER Gardener Training in Clermont Co.

If you are interested in becoming a master gardener the next opportunity is coming up soon. The class
will begin in October in Owensville in Clermont Co. Registration deadlines are coming soon. For
more details contact the Clermont Co. Extension Office at 513-732-7070.

The classes will be held on Tuesdays starting October 3 and will begin at 9:00 a.m. with an one hour
lunch break. The classes will conclude each date and 3:30 p.m. There will be 10 dates total and you
are required to attend at least 9 to meet the 50 hours of training required to become a Master Gardener
Volunteer.

Have Sweet Corn? Watch for Corn Earworms

Corn Earworm can do a bunch of damage to sweet corn when they arrive in large numbers. This
appeared in the VegNet recently and addresses the issue of high populations in Ohio and a threshold
for spraying for OSU Extension Fruit and Vegetable State Specialist, Dr. Celeste Welty.

Every year in August, we are on the lookout for the arrival of large numbers of corn earworm moths
that migrate into Ohio from the southern USA. Over the past three days, we have seen a surge in the
catch of corn earworm moths in our pheromone trap in Columbus; the catch from Monday (8/14) to
Wednesday (8/16) was 11 moths, but the catch from Wednesday (8/16) to Friday (8/18) was 41 moths,
with a total of 60 for the full week. We have corn earworm pheromone traps at eight other locations in
Ohio; last week these were reporting a catch of only 0 to 3 moths in one week, but it is likely that the
catch at these other locations will show an increase during the coming week. Now that most of Ohio’s
grain corn is starting to dry out, any patches of sweet corn will be more likely to be attacked by this
pest. Once corn earworm is detected, silking sweet corn should be sprayed with insecticide every 2-6
days to prevent injury to kernels. The choice of an appropriate spray interval is as important as the
choice of product to use. Details about the most appropriate spray interval based on pheromone traps
are shown in the chart below.

Average number of corn Spray interval (depending on
earworm moths per trap maximum daily air temperature)
Per day Per week <80 degrees F >80 degrees F
<0.2 <14 No spray No spray
0.2-0.5 1.4-35 Every 6 days Every 5 days
05-1 35-7 Every 5 days Every 4 days
1-13 7-91 Every 4 days Every 3 days
>13 >01 Every 3 days Every 2 days
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Although the corn earworm is the key pest of sweet corn, European corn borer and fall armyworm are
two other pests that sweet corn growers should be aware of at this time of year. The second
generation of European corn borer (ECB) is now underway but it has been slow to start and is present
at low density at all nine Ohio sites where we have traps. This pest will be infesting sweet corn as well
as peppers. On sweet corn, ECB can be controlled by the spray schedule used to control corn earworm.
On peppers, ECB can be controlled by insecticide sprays every 7 days. Fall armyworm (FAW) activity
in recent weeks has been variable, with only a trace of FAW moths detected in traps in Columbus,
Celeryville, and Wadsworth but FAW moths have been more abundant at South Charleston. Damage
by fall armyworm is often most noticeable in whorl-stage corn but it can also be severe in silking corn.

Weekly catch of these three moth pests is shown on our online trap report page:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10gh3rHahdxLKkXQapGyEPxWsjHYRmgsezOoFHnwtyEo/e
dit?usp=sharing , where there is a tab for each pest along the bottom of the sheet.

Dates to Remember

Sept. 2-9 Highland County Fair
Sept. 7 Adams County Jr. Fair Beef BBQ at Ohio Valley CTC.
Sept. 11 Brown Co. Soil and Water/Farm Bureau Annual Meetings in Georgetown at

Southern Hills CTC. Call 378-4424 for reservations.

Sept. 12 Beef Industry Update for Adams and Surrounding Counties at the Adams Co.
Fairgrounds at 6:30 p.m. To RSVP call 614-873-6736, includes dinner.

Sept. 13 Palmer Amaranth Weed Update. Time and location to be announced.

Sept. 14 Fertilizer Certification opportunity at North Adams High School starting at 5:30

p.m. in the Round Room. Call to pre-register at least a week prior at the Adams
Co. OSU Extension office, 937-544-2339 and ask for Barbie.

Sept. 16 Highland County Farm Bureau Farm Tour.
Sept. 19-21 Farm Science Review

Sept. 25-30 Brown Co. Fair.
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