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ABSTRACT

As part of a annual U.S. Congressional Aide event,

two County Extension Directors jointly developed

tours for their congressman's agricultural aides. The

goal was to showcase Extension’s impact occurring

in the congressional district. The Educators asked for

input from the congressional aides, both in

Washington DC and in the local field offices, to help

determine the stops. Extension clientele were used

to create a low key, informal event where they

discussed issues affecting agriculture and Extension

while showcasing their farms and businesses. The

clientele also discussed federal funding for Extension

and how they benefited through their interaction with

Extension. Additionally, the educators took

advantage of this opportunity to connect local

political leaders and congressional aides during an

invitation only luncheon. Feedback from the

congressional aides indicated the tour was very

beneficial in helping them understand the scope of

agriculture as well as the reach of Extension locally.

This successful program was started in 2015.
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SECURE TOUR STOPS & HOSTS

• Ask clientele you know well to minimize surprises 

including 4-H youth and 4-H families.

• Include a variety of size, species/crops, and 

production methods. Examples of stops include 

tobacco, fruit and vegetable, crop production, 

beekeeping, forestry, equipment dealership, and 

livestock.  

• Make sure to allow sufficient time for stops and 

travel in-between.

DETERMINE OBJECTIVES

• Address current issues happening in agriculture.

• Identify issues important to the local economy.

• Select topics related to the committees the

legislator serves on in Washington DC.

• Highlight significant accomplishments of

Extension in the legislative district.

• Connect local leaders with legislator and aides.

OUTCOMES

• Local constituents were able to have a

meaningful conversation with their Legislator or

Aide on critical issues.

• Legislative Aides frequently reach out to local

constituents and Extension Educators seeking

information on current issues.

• Legislators and Aides have a broader

understanding of agriculture, Extension, and how

different legislation will impact agricultural in their

district.

• Legislative Aides request OSU Extension

Educators to arrange tour stops in the local

district to better connect with the issues

important to the agricultural industry.
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INVITE LEGISLATOR & AIDE

• Phone call to personally invite legislator/aide.

• Ask what they would like to see in their district.

• Make sure to include local and district staff.

• Follow-up with email to make arrangement for

transportation, lodging etc.

• Send final agenda as event approaches to build

interest.

PROVIDE GUIDANCE TO HOSTS

• Provide clientele guidance on expectations. 

• Hosts should be genuine and allowed to discuss 

their concerns.

• Host should incorporate the impact of Extension 

to their business and/or family.

• Provide final agenda to hosts so they know 

scope and breadth of tour stops. 


