
JR. FAIR SEWING CHALLENGE 
Monday, September 6, 2021 

11:00 a.m.  
Jr. Fair FCS Building 

 
1. Participants need to be Jr. Fair members. (A member in good standing from one of the following entities:  4-H,       
 FFA, Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts. 

2. Three individual contests will be held: 
Juniors (3rd grade - 10 years of age)  
Intermediate (11-13 years of age)  
Seniors (14-18 years of age)  

3. All equipment, fabric, notions, etc. will be provided. Cotton material will be used. 

4. Each participant will have 30 minutes to complete the sewing challenge. 

5. Grade ribbons will be given. Outstanding of class awards will be given. 

6. Sewing Challenge Categories for 2021: 

  

JUNIOR - Clip and Notch – There will be both an inward and outward curve.  Clip is to cut the seam 
allowances to the stitching line to allow ease on a seam that needs to spread out.  To create a smoother 
finish, this skill should be done in alternating locations of each seam allowance rather than cut through 
both seam allowance layers in the same spot.  Notch is to cut out small V sections from the seam 
allowances to the stitching line to reduce fullness to fit into seams.  To create a smoother finish, this skill 
should be done in alternating locations of each seam allowance rather than cut through both seam 
allowance layers in the same spot. 

INTERMEDIATE - Understitching – This technique is used to prevent facings from rolling to the outside of 
garments.  Stitch a straight 5/8" seam, grade seam allowances, press both seam allowances toward the 
facing, machine stitch close to the original seamline through the seam allowances and facing, turn the 
facing in and press. 

SENIOR - Invisible Zipper – invisible zipper foot will be provided (Walmart does sell them).  Open the 
zipper.  From the wrong side, press the zipper coils flat so that the two rows of stitching show (using the 
synthetic setting on the iron).  Pin the right side of the zipper to the right side of the fabric, coil on 5/8" 
seamline and top stop of zipper 3/4" below top of the sample.  With right groove of foot over coil, stitch 
until foot touches slider, backstitch. Pin right side of the free zipper tape to the remaining garment 
section, coil on the 5/8" seamline and top stop of zipper 3/4" below top of the sample.  Be sure the zipper 
will zip correctly and is not twisted.  With the left groove of foot over coil, stitch until foot touches slider, 
backstitch.  Close zipper.  Slide zipper foot to the left or right side.  Pull zipper ends out of the way and 
lower needle as close to last stitch as possible.  Stitch seam for about 2", change to regular presser foot 
and continue stitching the seam.  Tack the free end at bottom of each zipper tape to seam allowance only.  
Carefully press zipper area.  

 

7. Pre-registration is required. Entries must be received no later than the last Tuesday before fair at the OSU 
 Extension Office, 119 Governor Foraker Place, Suite 202, Hillsboro, OH 45133.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



JR. FAIR SEWING CHALLENGE 
Monday, September 6, 2021 

11:00 a.m.  
Jr. Fair FCS Building 

 

8. Premiums:  A - $1.75 B - $1.50  C - $1.25  

**************************************  

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________  
STREET ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________  
EMAIL______________________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY___________________________________________ ZIP____________ PHONE _____________________  
NAME OF 4-H CLUB _________________________________________________________________________  
DATE OF BIRTH_________________________________________AGE (As of January 1, 2021) ____________  
DIVISION (Check One)  
 
 _______ JUNIOR (3rd grade through 10 years of age)  
 _______ INTERMEDIATE (11 through 13 years of age)  
 _______ SENIOR (14 through 18 years of age) 


